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NSGC is...

A Voice for Genetic Counselors

The genetic counseling profession was born in 1969 out of desire to
make sure that individuals and families who were at risk for genetic

conditions had access to the information and support they needed to
make informed decisions

NSGC was incorporated in 1979 to promote the interests of these

new professionals and provide a network for communications. NSGC
provides its members with regional and national continuing education
opportunities, a forum for discussing issues relevant to human genetics

and patient care, and tools to guide genetic counseling practice . .
including a Code of Ethics, practice guidelines and g‘f’;‘;’;‘;'usc"""’w

position statements counselors, inc.

nsoc



Mission and Vision

Vision:
To be the leading voice, authority and advocate for
the genetic counseling profession.

Mission:
To promote the genetic counseling profession as a

recognized and integral part of health care delivery,
education, research and public policy.
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More About NSGC...

« NSGC has been in existence for 25+ years

 NSGC has approximately 2,500 members falling into five
membership categories:

* Full members

* New genetic counselor members
e Student members

e Associate members

 Emeritus Members
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More About NSGC...

e NSGC members are primarily genetic counselors practicing in a
variety of specialty areas

* NSGC is run by a volunteer Board of Directors with a variety of
volunteer committees and special interest groups (SIGQ)
working on behalf of the membership
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NSGC Membership Means...

* Networking with other genetic counselors

e Sharing knowledge

e Continuing education

e Leadership opportunities

e Advocacy for issues related to medical genetics and genetic
counseling

e Grant funding opportunities

e Career information

 NSGC publications, including the Journal of Genetic Counseling
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NSGC Behind the Scenes

 Board

o« Committees

 Task Forces

e SIGSs

* [ndividual Contributors
o Staff
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NSGC Board of Directors

e President

 Immediate Past President
e President Elect

e Secretary/Treasurer

e Secretary/Treasurer Elect
e 7 At-Large Board Members
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NSGC - Organizational Structure
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NSGC SIGS - A Closer Look

e ART/Infertility

e Familial Cancer Risk

e Cardiovascular Genetics

e Clinical Supervision

e Disabilities

e Fetal Intervention & Therapy
¢ Hematology

e Industry

e Metabolism/LSD

* Neurogenetics

e Pediatric

e Prenatal

 Private Practice national soclety
e Psychiatric Disorders of genetic

e Public Health counselors, inc.
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NSGC’s Strategic Initiatives

Strategic Initiative #1

* Expand access to genetic counseling services by actively pursuing
reimbursement for Certified Genetic Counselors. This will be the
responsibility of the Genetic Counseling Access and Service Delivery

Committee.

Strategic Initiative #2
* Promote an organizational culture that will enable NSGC to adapt to
evolving needs of Genetic Counselors.

Strategic Initiative #3

e Position Genetic Counselors as key players in the integration of nffltiom' society
of genetic

genetics across the healthcare spectrum. .
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NSGC Code of Ethics

Purpose: Attempt to clarify and guide the conduct of genetic
counselors so that the goals and values of the profession are
best served.

The Code of Ethics is based on relationships and highlights the

concern NSGC and genetic counselors have with society and
the importance of advocating for those we serve.

The Code highlights relationships with:
e Patients/consumers
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Resources on the NSGC Web site:
WWwWWw.nsgc.org

e Family History Information

e Find-a-Counselor

e Speakers Bureau

e Journal of Genetic Counseling

* Position statements and Practice guidelines
e Publications on a variety of genetics topics
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NSGC Position Statements and
Practice Guidelines

Position Statements: Help consumers and healthcare providers
understand how to approach new or complex issues.

 Example: NSGC Direct to Consumer (DTC) testing position
statement highlights questions to ask before deciding
whether to use a test.

Practice Guidelines: Outline best practices to ensure that
consumers get the same level of service or treatment wherever

they are seen.
 Example: Hereditary Breast and Ovarian Cancer guideline
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SI1G Publications

NSGC SIGs have developed a number of helpful genetics
publications. All are available through NSGC:

e Cancer Risk Genetic Counselors

e Cardio What?

e Genetic Counseling for Neurogenetic Disorders
e Genetic Counseling for Psychiatric Disorders

e Ultrasound Findings of Unclear Significance
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Additional Publications

NSGC also has a number of other publications that provide
iInformation about genetic testing and genetic conditions:

e Ultrasound Findings of Unclear Significance

e Carrier Screening for Ashkenazi Populations

» FAP and Me: A Kid® Guide to Familial Adenomatous Polyposis
e Cardio What?

e Genetic Testing for CF: A Handbook for Families

« O¥ur Baby HastEO series
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NSGC Advocacy

 GINA
 Reimbursement to expand access

e Licensure
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NSGC Annual Education
Conference

Upcoming Dates/Locations:

NSGC 2008 Annual Education Conference & Short Course

October 23 B October 28, 2008
Hyatt Regency Century City

Los Angeles, California

2009 Annual Education Conference
November 11-15, 2009
Hilton Pittsburgh
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Other NSGC Educational
Opportunities

Online Course

Summer 2008

An online course covering a variety of issues in genetics that will be available
on-demand to through the NSGC website.

Traveling Short Course

November 10-11, 2008

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania

Please note, the November Traveling Short Course will take place right before
the ASHG 2008 Annual Meeting, which is November 11-15, 2008 in
Philadelphia.
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Advocates Program

Takes place at the Annual Education Conference

October 23-28, 2008

Los Angeles, CA

e Complimentary registration

* Network with other advocates, NSGC members and exhibitors

* Meetings with NSGC leaders and speakers

«  OHome baseO during the conference

e Assistance with program navigation

e« Some meals and refreshments provided N
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NSGC Contact Information

Phone: 312-321-6834

Fax: 312-673-6972

Mail: NSGC

401 N. Michigan Ave, Suite 2200

Chicago IL 60611, USA

E-Mail: nsgc@nsqgc.org

Website : www.nsqc.orqg
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Any questions?
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